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Papyrus for Series 60 — A Review

By Mohd Hasni Ibrahim

Introduction

| have been using Palm OS PDA for almost six years. Palm llIx being my first
PDA and Tungsten T2 was my last. Not that | am moving to Symbian platform for
good, but the fact that Symbian smartphones are generally easy to use make
me use them :-) My first symbian smartphone was a P800 and it is not that stable
so to speak. | then change to using Nokia 6600 which has Series 60 on it with
Symbian 7s. So being a season Palm PDA user | need something similar on my
Series 60 phone especially in order to organise my appointments and other
calendar needs. Together with my other Symbian smartphones, the 9500
Communicator, | now have a “real” mobile office, so to speak

The in-built calendar application in Series 60 is just too plain for my usage. | use
calendar application heavily especially for tracking appointments. Nevertheless, it
serves the purpose and | use it concurrently with Agendus Pro on my Tungsten
T2. For Symbian devices, there is Aquacalendar which is superb on the UIQ
machine but using it on a Series 60 does not fit well (Depends on user’s need —
Admin).

One fine day there was a posting on i-Symbian.Com forum by SBSH Mobile
Software about a new calendar program under development. After looking at the
screenshots, | took the time to register myself on the official website to try the
beta versions. After trying out a few of the betas, SBSH finally launched the full
version of Papyrus for Series 60, a program which is designed to give users
more power in the calendar department compared to the plain jane of the in-built
calendar application of Series 60. Being an experienced mobile software
developer SBSH managed to come up with an application which is small,
efficient and packed with features.

Size does matter

The first thing that is important to me is the size of the program. Papyrus for
Series 60 is distributed in zip file and it takes about 115kb and downloading via
GPRS will not cause a hole in your pocket. :-) Installation is a breeze, just extract
the zip file and you will find three files in there. One installer for earlier Series 60
Version 1 (with Symbian OS 6.1 eg — Nokia 3660, Sendo X, Siemens SX1) and
the other file is for the later version of Series 60 (with Symbian OS 7 and above)
plus the readme file. | installed it on my Nokia 6600 and during the installation
you will be asked whether to install the icons file which | did.

After the program is installed, it will automatically read the calendar database and
you can see them in the list view which is the default view. The list view will show
you what you have in the day. It's the Today view which lists all appointments on



a particular day. You can also see your calendar in list view where your calendar
items will be listed top to bottom, weekly grid view two column style and also
monthly view.

The program is superfast when launched from 6600 so | believe it is faster in the
newer Series 60 phone such as the 6630 and 6680. It supports icons and notes
for all calendar entries and this is very useful. Series 60 phones has limited
screen estate and having icons to differentiate your committments are great. The
program also give you the chance to put colours for all your calendar items as
well as putting different categories. Apart from that, you can also link contacts to
your appointment which is very useful when you are setting up a meeting with a
friend or clients. Detailed explanation later ;-)

| like the simple interface implemented, which made the software easily used and
nice to see at a glance.

Entries and Notes

Creating new appointment or other calendar entries is very easy and everything
is done in one window. Sub windows will only appear if you want to put
categories, color or icons to your calendar item. The default categories is already
comprehensive ranging from appointment to vacation. You can put in more than
categories for your item. Another useful thing is to be able to link contacts to your
appointment which | have been using on my Palm PDA which uses a third party
application called Agendus.
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For Series 60 devices that uses Symbian OS 7 and above, there is an option to
add notes in the calendar entries. This feature is not available for devices that
use Symbian OS version 6.1 like Sendo X or Siemens SX1 or Nokia 3660.
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The notes is visible when an entry is selected. If the notes contained phone
number, you can directly call the number without exiting from Papyrus.

Categories and linking to contact
The default category items cannot be deleted. However, user can still remove

custom categories created by the user. Icons and colours are supported to be
attached with these categories.
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Insertion of contact into the appointment is welcome but the speed is a bit slow
especially when you have a large contact database. However, once the contact
list is called the searching part is very neat. It will find the nearest name using t9
like completion. | found this very useful when | need to link certain meeting with
the contact info. Further to that user can insert contact name with or without their
phone numbers. If a phone number is selected, the number can be called directly
from the detailed view.
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: This is the area where all appointments and todo lists are all

displayed in one screen for a particular day. Selecting the entry will display it in
detail. Icons for the categories are also displayed as well as the colours of the
categories at the front of eact entry.
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Detailed view : When an entry is selected from any views, this detailed views will

be displayed.
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In the weekly grid view the user is shown the whole week

commitments together with the time line bar at the side of the grid. This make it
easy for you to recall things that need your attention during the week.
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Starting from Papyrus S60 version 1.0.6, there is a new option in this weekly grid
view where the start of the week can be set to today’s date and the box becomes
wider compared to other days in the view. | really like this function because it
makes viewing the details easier.
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List View : In this weekly list view, all appointments and other calendar entries
are displayed in one long list. Making it easier and more comfortable to view
calendar entries.
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Monthly view : If you are on the monthly view, you will see all your appointment
in the screen with the current day indication (called quicklist) shown at the bottom
of the screen. Further to that you will also see what is your time frame still empty



or occupied since it comes with a timeline bar between details of your
committment and the monthly view. There’s also an option to display the number
of the week at the left so that users will know which week only by a quick
glancing.
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If you don’t want to view the details, you can switch off this feature (called Quick-
List) from the Monthly view setting. This is how it looks like without the Quick-
List.
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Conclusion

In conclusion Papyrus for Series 60 is very good calendar replacement for Series
60 users who needs more than the basic calendar. Its ability to include icons,
notes and contacts to the event is most welcome. Small footprint of the program
is also a plus factor especially for users using older version of Series 60 phones.
However, the most important factor for me is the customisation feature where it is
very flexible to fullfill your calendaring needs. 1 like the fonts changing function
where users can use any TTF fonts in Papyrus . One good thing about it is the
font viewing utility inside Papyrus itself. |1 found this very useful especially to
zoom the fonts to the smallest size to make me see more details on one screen.



Kudos to the developers at SBSH Mobile Software for releasing such an amazing
product and at the rate these guys are working, Papyrus is improved in an almost
weekly basis. This is something very rare and the developers also actively
participating in users’ forum to listen and respond to bugs and feature requests.
One thing wirth mentioning is the stability. Papyrus is very stable and during our
test perios, we never experience any crashes whatsoever. We tested Papyrus on
6600 and also Sendo X.

It is not perfect and there are many spaces for improvement like keypad
shortcuts, contacts thumbnail in detailed view (if the contact has thumbnail),
support for images as background etc. We hope SBSH Mobile Software will
continue to improve Papyrus.

We really hope that SBSH Mobile Software can consider to port Papyrus to other
Symbian platforms (UIQ and Series 80).

Notes by Admin : Muhammad Hasni is an old-timer in the PDA scene in
Malaysia and he is also a moderator at PalmX, another Malaysia based
usergroup which concentrates on Palm Operating System.

Support i-Symbian.Com by buying Papyrus for Series 60 from :

http://www.handango.com/affiliate/PlatformProductDetail.jsp?programld=45&affili
ateld=1430&productld=163973
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