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Review : Documents To Go for Symbian UIQ 
 
By Asri al-Baker 
 
Untill recently, UIQ users especially Sony Ericsson P series, did not have the option to edit 
Microsoft Office documents on the fly without 3rd party application. On P800 and P900, there is 
no document editor included by default. Only a crap document viewer was included, which really 
struggles when opening large files. On SE P910, it has QuickOffice for viewing and editing 
MS Office files. The software is also available for other P series. However, personally, there's 
nothing to shout about QuickOffice because it's potential was crippled by some limitations like the 
missing image viewer, and also the stability. 
 
For those who have used Palm OS devices, the best MS Office compatible application for Palm 
OS is DataViz's Documents To Go and it has just been released for Symbian UIQ platform. This 
is something that the Symbian community was waiting especially the UIQ users. Not only DTG 
can view MS Office files but it can also edit them.  
 
This review will be separated into 3 parts, namely DTG Word To Go, DTG Sheet To Go and 
DTG SlideShow To Go . 
 
Installation 
The installer (SIS) file comes as a single 1.8MB file. IMHO, it would be better if it was made as 
separate files for each components for easy installation. You know, sometimes, these UIQ 
smartphones always prompted “Not Enough Memory” when installing large files. However, I didn’t 
experience such thing and the installation goes on smoothly.  
 
After you complete the installation, it will ask you to reboot your UIQ smartphone. You will then be 
prompted to make DTG UIQ as the default viewer for MS Office files. This process is necessary 
in order to integrate DTG UIQ with the operating system and make it part of it.  
 

  
 

The 3 components of Documents To Go UIQ in UIQ laun cher 
  



Documents To Go - Word To Go 
This part of DTG is essential to work with MS DOC files. Not only to view them but also to edit 
them. During our test, DTG Word performs excellently by preserving formatting and fonts 
properties. Whatever is displayed on the original file on PC will be displayed on our P900 without 
a single defect.  
 
After launching the application, a list of available DOC files is displayed. It will scan the entire 
device and memory card for any available DOC files and present the list. If you want to look at 
specific drive or folder, just click on the top-right and select the destination from the drop-down 
list.  
 

  
 

The file browser 
 
Clicking on the file name will launch the document viewer where you can view (not edit) the file 
 

  
 

The document viewer 
 



To start editing, users need to click on the edit/pencil icon. To access paragraph properties, for 
example, users can use the icon. In edit mode, the functions icons changed to represent some 
basic editiong tools like saving, capying, text properties, paragraph properties etc. You can check 
the icon’s functions by clicking and holding on the icon. A context menu will pop-up to tell what it 
is. The functions can also be accessed from the menu. 
 

  
 

The edit mode 
 
Another thing worth to mention is the edited file will also remain intact after transferred to PC. 
This seamless documents compatibility is very good especially for those who need to edit DOC 
files on the move a lot.  
 
One of the features that I really like is the split screen feature. Here is how it works : 
 

 
 

The split screen 
 
Talking about speed, DTG Word is very fast. I tested a Word document sized around 1MB and in 
a split second, it is opened. Ready to work with. Images and formatting are also displayed 



quickly. This is one area where DTG Word performs better than it’s closest competitor. Opening 
MS DOC files containing images is not a problem anymore. And DTG Word has a lot of other 
features which are really useful depending on how you use it. It has Formatting, Find and 
Replace, Font Properties, Zooming and much-much more. 
 
Documents To Go - Sheet To Go 
This part of the suite works with MS Excel (XLS) files. To be honest, I havent found any UIQ 
application that can display columns as good as this application. Fonts and numbers are 
rendered sharply, making reading very easy. Instead of displaying cells exactly like the original 
file, DTG Sheet has it's own way to display them which is very good. Multiple workbooks in one 
file is also supported. 
 

  
 

Excel files, with multiple workbooks 
 
Considering the fact that, in order to make spreadsheet files readable, a landscape screen is the 
best. But UIQ display (at least on the existing version), is portrait. Expect to scroll ups and downs, 
lefts and rights.  
 
In order to minimise scrolling, Dataviz' engineers have intelligently designed DTG Sheet for 
functionality. The colours of the lines displayed on the screen are lighter than the font colours and 
fonts are automatically minimised to fit as many information as possible on portrait 208 x 320 
screen. If that's not enough, there's a full screen mode to display more cells. 



 
 

Full screen mode 
 
Formulas and calculations are also displayed. This is another area where Dataviz have put an 
extraordinary effort. For those who need to work with complex calculations on the move via 
spreadsheet, you might want to chech this out because there are more than 100 formulas and 
calculations to choose from. Ranging from the simplest formula (e.g. SUM) to creating database 
using spreadsheet. All are supported. 
 

  
 

Formulas, a lot of them 
 
This is (for the lack of a better word) awesome! For me, I need to view XLS files on the move 
because sometimes, my suppliers sent me some quotations or price lists of new stuff in XLS 
format and opening them on a P900 using DTG Sheet is really a breeze because the formatting is 
intact. What I see on my laptop is what I see on the P900. 
 



Documents To Go - SlideShow To Go 
This component works with MS PPT files. Compared to the other 2 components in DTG UIQ, this 
is the least featured component because it is only a viewer, not editer. You can view PPT files but 
not edit them or creating new presentation directly on your UIQ smartphones.  
 
I agree with the approach taken by Dataviz in implementing PPT viewer for DTG and not a full 
fledged Presentation application because with such a small resource of UIQ smartphones right 
now (e.g. the notorious “Not enough memory” pop up), using graphic-related applications are 
memory hungry and will effect the functionalities of UIQ smartphones you are using.  
 
With these viewers, users can choose to display PPT files in a couple of ways i.e. Outline View, 
Slide View and Notes View.   
 

 
 

The menu to select which View 
 
Each part of the viewers in DTG Slide are designed intuitively to give the best result in fitting 
presentation slides into UIQ screen.  
 

  
 



Presentation on UIQ never looks so good before 
 
Again, I want to highlight the approach taken by Dataviz in implementing SlideShow To Go as a 
PPT viewer rather than editer. I have been using UIQ smartphones for a few years now and I 
never had the urge to edit PPT files on the move. But viewing them on the move is something all 
smart devices should have.  
 
SlideShow To Go delivers what it should, with style. Speed and stability is again, the strength of 
SlideShow To Go.  
  
Conclusion.  
According to it’s official website, “ what makes Documents To Go for Symbian UIQ unique is the 
employment of InTact Technology. Simply put, InTact is groundbreaking, never before seen 
technology that keeps all original document formatting "intact" no matter what you do to the file. 
With it, you can use your real Microsoft Word and Excel files with complete confidence because 
you're not working on a copy of a converted Word or Excel file; you're working on the actual file 
on your smartphone.” 
 
In my opinion, those who need to work with docements (MS Office files) on the fly on their 
Symbian UIQ devices, must give DTG a try. Not only it is a very slick application but it is also a 
very capable application that does as advertised, i.e. to work with MS Office files.  
 
It also integrates itself with the operating system. This can be seen whenever you receive MS 
Office files via IR, BT, or Email, it recognises it straight away. Very intelligent indeed.  
 
Opening documents for reading or editing is very fast. It is also very stable. During my test period 
(and untill now), I did not experience any problem with DTG UIQ in terms of stability. The only 
thing we could complain is the file recognition. Some old MS Office files are not recognised. But 
who cares... No one will send you a very old DOC file from the 90's :-) As long as it can open 
documents attached to emails, it does the job. 
 
A word of advise, entering long texts on UIQ devices using the handwriting recognition method 
can be a little cumbersome but if you have some extra moolah, buying an external IR or BT 
keyboard will enhance the typing experience milestones away. 
 
Dataviz also is very concern to make DTG UIQ compatible with a all UIQ smartphones available. I 
didn’t have the opportunity to test it on Motorola UIQ smartphones but I believe it is 100% 
compatible because Dataviz has also announced the availability of a new version which support  
Motorola A1000 and A925 Smartphones. 
 
Before you decide to buy it, DTG UIQ is available as a fully functioning demo version for 30 days. 

Give it a shot! 
 

i-Symbian.Com crew unanimously agreed to select DTG UIQ as our Application of the Month for 
August 2005. It was selected because it brings new functionalities and usabilities to documents 

management on Symbian UIQ platform. 
 

 
 

Learn more about it : 
  

 
 



 
For those QuickOffice users, there’s an offer where you can buy DTG UIG for only $29.99 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


